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Requiem

Introduction

Talvisota, or Requiem for the Fallen of the Winter War, is a choral work
founded on the structure of a Requiem Mass, using its classic Latin texts,
such as the “Requiem Aeternam” (Rest Eternal), “Kyrie” and “Sanctus” as
a starting point. Then, to specifically honor and commemorate those who
fought in the Winter War, and to try to bring something of the spirit of
their story to a contemporary audience, we have added references to the
familiar Latin text that evoke images of this conflict. In one specific
instance, the phrase in the “Requiem Aeternam” section: “Et lux perpetua
luceat eis” (“And let light perpetual shine upon them”) is changed to
include images of the Aurora Borealis as the source of the light. In
another, the “Sanctus” (Holy) has the choir singing of the “Blessing of the
Snow.” There is also a “Lament” for the individual Russian soldiers who
died so far from their own land.

Talvisota is meant to remember those fallen in the War and at the same
time celebrate them in images of light, joy and love. A jazz orchestra is
used to underscore and improvise on these themes sung by the choir.
Many languages are used in Talvisota—traditional Latin texts, Suomi,
English, even Russian. Composer Heikki Sarmanto has said that he thinks
of Talvisota as being clearly a work against war, all war, a Requiem
celebrating life while recognizing the price in human lives paid by the
victims in this Winter War, and in all wars. recognizing the price in human
lives paid by the victims in this Winter War, and in all wars.

Kim Rich
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Heikki Sarmanto

i Rich 6. Offertory
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8. Sanctus
(The Blessing of the Snow)

Heikki Sarmanto

Jazz (or samba) J=108

Kim Rich

Tacet

Tacet

Tacet

Tacet

|
4

)" 4
V AW

[ fam 4

<

DR®

)" 4
V AW

[ am M4

o)

v

—3—

—3—

CTalt

7
Db7>
7

33—

D7

|

|

&
—3—

Eb7

[
/
Bbm’
[
/

1
C7

. ®
yA|
|
Am’
I
g~

A\
N
il
m_~~—]—
=
| -
x_7
>

f
T
S~—"
 —
N—7
& -
S~—"

Lb
1
bl
L3
Gm’
I’/‘3|—/1
]
Iz

|
D73

I
&L

jazz time

=>

[6
|

L
1

[
/
Db7b5
[
/

8 —
L
1L
bl
D’
o
|

[6
|

[6
|

\
N

2

—®
yA|
}
Am’

>

-
<
-~

>

[
/

7]
7]
7]

|
4

[ fam T4

I
b
4

Jazz (or samba) J=108
o]

ANIV4
e
<y
4

Sticks _ cymb.

7]

\

Soprano

Tenor

Bass

o ()
) 4
y 4T

Tenor Saxophone
Double Bass

Drum Set

Copyright © Kirjokanta OY, Helsinki 2013

www.sarmanto.com/musicshop



Rubato . = 96 9. Agnus Dei ﬁ
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